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Siege of PRAGUE, Ec. 
UR Couriers, who after three Months 
Idleneſs begin now to fet out for 
France, furniſh me with an Opportu- 
nity which I embrace with ſingular ' 

| Pleaſure, of giving you an Account of our Situa- 
tion during the Siege. Nothing gave me ſo much 
Trouble, as that of not hearing from you; the Bombs 
and Cannon Balls falling into the Houſes did not, I 
aſſure you, chagreen me as much as this Diſappoint- 
ment; now Heaven be praiſed all is over. Every 
thing here bore an exorbitant Price; the little 


feln Meat 1 we. Ld was > fold at four Lins * per 
Pound, pickled Pork at three per ditto, But- _ 
- at four Livres: ten "Sok, Bread at "one. Livre, 
Ave Sols, an Egg at. twelve Sols, and every other | 
Kind of Bor ibn in Proportion. I will not 
trouble you. with the Particulars of. the miſerable 
Situation in which I have often been, but ſhall 
confine myſelf to an exact detail of all that ma 


Larius eee. I 


8 On the 1 3th Day of laſt June, the Auſtrian 
Army, conſiſting of 80000 Men, (which very 
cloſely purſued our Army) arrived before Prague. 
From their Situation we ſoon perceived that ours 
was not ſo adyantageous, and therefore we made 
: choice of another where they could leſs incom- 
mode us. 8 8 =. of 


| Proviſions came to us in their uſual Courſe till 
[ the 8th of July; nor was there any want of For- 
rage. We had yet ſome little Proviſion of Beef 
left, and the Country People brought ſuch Pro- 
viſions to the City as they had to diſpoſe of F ; 
Couriers were diſpatch'd as before by the Help of a 
numerous Eſcorte or Guard ; but this Day the 
Enemy ſtopp'd up all the Avenues, and nothing 
. afterwards could be brought into the City, The 
Cavalry, who from the latter End of June were 
bbliged to forrage at a greater Diſtance, could no 
longer procure any but by a ſtrong Hand, and at 
5 3 1 * none without hghting | for it, — 
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The 26th Day of Fuly, we attempted to g0 4 - | 
+... - forraging, but had no Succeſs; for of the two 
Companies of Granadiers of the Regiment of 


Mavarre, the one was cut to Pieces, and the 
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other was ſurrounded by above 3000 Pandours - 


and Huſſars, who made them all Priſoners to four, 


who found means to eſcape. Our Troops hows» 


ever behaved very well, and the Carabiniers ſigna- 


- lized themſelves. 


The 29th Marſhal Broglis attended by almoſt 


all the general Officers paſſed the Moldatu, near 
the Village of Bobenetſch at the Head of 4000 


| Horſe and 2500 Foot, to reconnoitre the Body 


of Troops brought from Moravia to Prince 
Charles. of Lorrain, by General Fe/tititz ; this 
General who was apprized of our Paſſage, poſted 
a Body of the Queen of Hungary's Troops that 
was ſuperior in Number to ours, to attack us at 
the going out of a Defile where an Engagement 
enſued, which was ſuſtain'd very briſkly, on each 
Side for ſome Hours, we beat the Enemy back 
ſeveral Times notwithſtanding ſome ſmall Re- 
inforcements they received; but the Marſhal 
-Broglio obſerving a conſiderable Body of Horſe 
detached by Prince Charles of Lorrain to General 
-Feſlititz, ordered the Detatchment of French 

Troops, who ſtill firmly maintain'd their Ground 
to retire, and the Marſhal having ſatisfied his Cu- 

rioſity returned in good Order back to his Camp. 


But in repaſſing the Bridge ſome Officers and 


Horſemen loſt their Lives, by being puſhed into 
the River and drown'd, of which Number was 
Baron Tournere, whoſe Horſe getting entangled 
in the Cordage of ſome of the Boats fell into the 


River, where there was no Poſſibility of ſaving 


him, 
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Im, we kara Three-bundred of the Fay; 
and; took Twenty- ive Priſoners ; we loſt One 
hundred and ſixty Men including M. de Trauieres 
Lieutenant Colonel of Horſe, M. de Louvigny 
his Brother, Major of the ſame Regiment, and 
M. de Gramont who was made Fnſaner,* an | 

7950 died of his Wounds. 


1 this Day farth the Horſe hifeed for Food 
as well as hey could. 
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On the 31 it was reſolved upon to 5 IR 
the Horſes in order to ſupply the _ with 


Fed. 


Now we began to experience all the Horrors 
of War, every one was in a mortal Conſterna- 
tion; Proviſions were no longer expoſed to Sale, 
and if any could be found twas not to be pur- 
cChaſed, but at an extravagant Price, and the mo- 
ney failed us: for as there was no Poſſibility of 
making us Remittances, it was with Difficul 
we could even pay the common Soldiers: There 
was no manner of likelihood that we could long 
bold out: The Trumpeters were almoſt every 
Day employed in carrying and bringing Propoſals 
from one Party to the other: The Conditions 
on which the Auftrians inſiſted, were too unrea- 
ſonable to be accepted of, for they required that 
we ſhould evacuate Bohemia without Arms or 
Baggage, and. that we ſhould not bear Arms 
directly nor indirectly againſt her Hungarian Ma- 

jeſty for four Vears after our Return to France. 
Theſe unreaſonable Conditions made Marſhal 
Broglio more reſolute than before; for he was 
determined never to accept of wy Propoſals ore 
\$: coun. 
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could in the leaſt hlemiſh the Honour of the Na- 
tion, he therefore concluded to approach nearer 
to the City, whilſt the Enemy daily advanced. 
The Marſhal Broglio ordered our Camp to be 
paliſaded with the utmoſt Expedition, and altho? 
this was a vaſt Undertaking, it was however com- 
pleatly finiſhed in a few Days, he took up his 
Quarters in a fine Caſtle ſeated on the right of 
our Camp on an Eminence over the Moldatuo: 
In the mean Time we wrought Day and Night 
in fortifying the Ramparts, we even made Re- 
douts and Out-works where they were wanting; 
in ſhort, nothing was omitted to ſupply by Art, 
the Defeats of the Situation of the Place, for 
Prague is built rather for a commodious City 
than for a Place of Strength, being feated in a 
Bottom that is commanded by ſeveral Hills, its 
Walls confiſt only of plain Curtains and Baſtions, 
having only a.dry Moat, but neither Cover'd-way 
nor Glacis, which facilitates the attacking of it, 
and makes its Defence more difficult. 


| However till the ſecond Day of Auguſt nothing 
extraordinary occurr'd except ſome Skirmithes ; 
and then we found ourſelves in want of Meat, 
Forrage, and all Sorts of Proviſion: the Generals 
reduced their Table to one fourth of what it had 
been before, and ordered for the future to have 
Horſe-fleſh ſerved to their Tables, and the ſame 
to be diſtributed among the Soldiers for the firſt 
Time: They reduced the Horſe to Six per Com- 
pany, the reduced Men were made Foot Soldiers, 
and deſtined to guard the inner Parts of the City, 
and their Horſes were ſent to the Slaughter- 


houſe. 3 
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"I The 3d all the Victualing-houſes were ſhut 
up, and conſequently ſuch as were not Boarders 
were greatly put to their Shifts for Maintainance. 


| The 5th M. the Intendant by Proclamation, 

ordered the Citizens to ſend all their Horſes out 

of the City in 24 Hours, under pain of confiſca- 
tion, and 500 Florins Fine, which was execu- 
ted : they allowed the Archbiſhop to keep eight, 
the Pandours took ſome of the Horſes that were 
ſent away, and rifled ſome of tbe Nobleſſe that 
were retiring from Prague. 


The 6th, Marſhal Braglio order'd every Inha- 
bitant to be at his reſpective home, at nine of the 
Clock at Night, and order'd the Patrols to fire on 

any five Perſons that ſhould be aſſembled together, 
he commanded the Inhabitants to ſet Lights in 
their Windows, on hearing any tumult in the 
Street, but forbid them to look out under pain of 
being ſhot ; he order'd the City to pay * 5000 
Florins a Day, for fifteen Days, amounting in 
all to 75000, and he further ordered every Inha- 
bitant to declare what Proviſions they had, under 
the Penalty of a Confifcation of the whole, and 
a mulct of 500 Florins in Caſe they made a falſe 


return. 


The 7th, Money becoming ſcarce, M. the 
Intendant, ſome general, Officers, and M. Par, 
Regiſter of Proviſions, ſent their Services of 

„ Plate 


24 £ " 
1 as. 
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. A Florin is worth Av I tures and a half. 


© >. 


Plate to the Mint, to be coin'd, and the Citizens 
were ordered to do the ſame. | 


The 8th, Nothing occur'd worth the remark- 
ing. 


On the 9th, the Enemy . tho' with lite : 


Seco to cannonade and bombard our Camp from 


ſeveral Batteries which they had rais'd, we re- 


turn'd their Fire much more briſkly, and. diſ- 
mounted nine of their Cannon ; this Day above 


3000 Cannon Balls were ſhot, and above 1000 


ombs thrown. 


The roth, A Cannon Ball from our Camp 
happen'd upon ſome Flints, and by ſtriking "a. 
blew up one of the Enemy's Magazines, where 
they had Powder before the Sun a drying, the ef- 
fect was ſo prodigious, that it ſhook all that part 
called the little City of Prague, tho it was a 
long half League from it ; by this Ne" the 
Auftrians loſt above 400 Men. 


The 1 tb Marſhal Broglio reodivgd 4 5100 
that the French Army commanded by the Mar- 
ſhal Maillebois, was in full march to relieve the 
City, and to be joined on the Way by the Body 
of French Troops that were in Bavaria, under 
the Command of Count Maurice of Saxony, and 
the Duke of Harcourt, an account of which was 
given immediately to the general Officers, and to 
the whole Army, to their unſpeakable Joy and 
Satisfaction. The Enemy who had as — an 
account as we had of this approaching Succour, 
which conſiſted of 60000 Men, drew nearer the 


1 | City, 


? 25 [10] 7 
City, that they might” batter it more effectually, 
and open their Trenches 5 


The 14th, our horſe re-enter'd into the city, 


The 15th, Marſhal Broglio quitted his Quarters, 
blew up the Caſtle, wherein he lodged, and 
where the Brigade of Piedmont was encamped, and 
took up his former Lodging in the City. 


+ : The 15th, T he Enemy open'd their Trenches, 
and wrought with incredible Diligence, notwith- 
ſtanding the continual fire of our Artillery. . 


- The Night, between the 18th and 19th, We 
made a Sally with about 5000 Men, we marched 
directly to attack the Enemy in their Entrench- 
ments, we receiv'd with inconſiderable loſs their 
fire of about 25000 Muſket Shot; but when 
they found us reſolutely going on, they abandon'd 
their Frenches and ran away whilſt we purſued 
them, and with our Bayonets ſcrewed on our Muſ- 
kets, killed 1500 of them, and made above 400 
Priſoners. The attack began betwixt two and 
three in the Morning, and ended at five and a 
half, the Enemy left us a compleat Victory, with 
the loſs on our ſide of about 100 Men, including 
Officers. Every one behaved well, eſpecially the 
Bavarian Granadiers who treated without mercy 
all-the Pandours that happen'd in their way, of 
whom above 300 were cut to Pieces, but ſuch of 
the Auſtrians as ſurrender'd, had good Quarters 
given them, we nailed ſeven Pieces of Cannon 
and ſeven Mortars, levell'd the moſt part of 
their Trenches, and carry'd off two Pieces of 
Cannon, e 
| From: 


[11 1 
From the 20th, to the 22d, The Enemy fired 


only with ten Mortars, and a few Pieces of Can- 
nom 


The 22d, we fally'd with about 10000 Men, 
as well of Horſe and Carabiniers, as of Grana- 
diers and Infantry, with a deſign to fill up their 


| Trenches: The Attack began at a quarter before 


ſix in the Evening, and continued *till ſeven and 
three quarters, our Carabiniers attacked their 
right with the Orleans and Queen's Brigades, un- 
der the command of Count Villemur. The Bri- 
gades of Auvergne, and the King with 400 Dra- 
oons on foot, commanded by the Count Danois, 
the Duke of Biron ſerving in quality of Colonel 
of the King's Regiment) attack'd their left, and 
the Brigade of Navarre, under the command of 
Count Berchiny, attack'd the center. We march- 
ed directly to the Enemy's Trenches, where they 
ſtood till we came near enough, and then diſ- 


charged at us above 8000 Muſkets, but wen 


they perceived the little effect of their fire, and 
that we after returning it, were falling on them 
with our Bayonets ſcrewed on as in the K ſal- 
ly, they intirely abandoned their Trenches in 
ſpite of their Officers, who uſed all endeavours 
poſſible to ſtop them; but as they crowded ſo 
8 on each other, and that we enter'd their 

renches with extraordinary rapidity, it was im- 
poſſible for vaſt Numbers of them to get out of 
the very Trenches, where the Slaughter was real- 
ly dreadful during the firſt Moments of our Sol- 
diers Fury, which was all executed by the Thruſts 
and Strokes of our Bayonets. Whilſt we were 
* ö B 2 employ d 
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5 employ'd in levelling the Trenches, nailing ten 
Mortars and ſome Cannon they had left, and ſet- 


ting Fire to the Batteries on which they had yet 


no Artillery planted, Marſhal Brogho ſent a 
Dietatchment of Carabineers, Dragoons, and 


Infantry in Purſuit of the flying Auſtrians, who 
could by no Means be rallied *till they join'd their 
Army, that was marching towards us in order of 


Battle, under the Command of Prince Charles 


of Lorrain, of which Marſhal Broglio being in- 
form'd, he ordered us to retreat, which we did 
in good Order along the Moat, without being 


incommoded by the Au/ftrian Army, which fol- 
lowed us pretty cloſely, for they no ſooner came 


under our Cannon, which was charged with Car- 


tridge, than we fired on them with exceedin 


Succeſs ;- and we could perceive them drop. by 


_ twenties and thirties per Battalion and Squadron at 


every Cannon Shot, which ſoon oblig'd them to 
retire, We carrjed off two Pieces of Cannon, 
and five Auſtrian Colours. General Monti, their 


grand Engineer, with one Lieutenant Colonel, ſe- 


veral Captains and Lieutenants, and 200 Soldiers, 


were made priſoners, and above 4000 of the ene- 


my, and with them General Wolfembuttle, were 
killed. We loſt in this Action the Marquis de 
Teſs?, Brigadier, Colonel of the Queen's Regi- 


ment, the Marquis de Clermont, Colonel of the 
Regiment of Auvergne, the Marquis Molac, Co- 


lonel of the Regiment of Berré, ſeveral Lieute- 
-nant Colonels, Majors, Captains, Lieutenants, 
and above 300 Soldiers; and had 619 wounded, 


among whom are Major General the Duke of 


Biron, Colonel of the King's Regiment, and ſe- 
yeral other Officers, who are in a fair Way of 
| Recovery, 


4 


firs 


Recovery. Marſhal Broglio (at whoſe Elbow I 


was) declared to us, that no Battle could be of 
* Conſequence than that Sally. 


Finding our two firſt Sallies . ſo well, 
we made a feint one on. the 23d, with ſome Pi- 
quets. The Enemy, accuſtomed to haue their 
'Throats cut in their very Trenches, no ſooner 
eſpied our Men than their whole Army was under 
Arms, and their Horſe advanced in a grand Trot; 
but as ſoon as they came within Reach, and felt 
the Effect of our Artillery, which greatly galled 
them, they quickly retired, finding *twas but a 
falſe Alarm. During the whole Siege we every 
Day made ſmall Sallies with five or fix Companies 
of Granadiers, who never fail'd of Succeſs, in 
killing every Day ſeveral of the Enemy, taking 


many Priſoners, and levelling a good deal of their 
Works. 


This Day we . a Suſpenſion of Arms for 
three Hours, in order to bury the Dead. 


The 24th we had the like for two Hours. 125 


This whole Day the Fading: were england in 
raiſing a Battery of thirty Pieces of Cannon, in 
order to batter in Breach, and deſtroy our Forti- 
 fications. 


The 25th Marſhal Broglio order'd near thirty 
Houſes, in that Part called the Little City, to be 
pull'd down, left the Enemy s Bombs ſhould ſet 
them on fire. | 


The 


9 - 
- 8 3 : p- * : T CES 
7 p 1 s . 
* i : . 4 3 v4 : G 
* * % k * 7. A 1 . 5 — d, * 
7 p 
_—_ * g F : 
% = s - 8 * ROY * 
* 3 » — 8 a 1 D 
4 , D * * 
4 *. * 
> p—_ 
- 
© 2 . * 
4 - 
ws . 
hy FE * 5 
Doo & $ * 
= ** * + 
- * 
_— £ 
— * - I 
P 2 o x 
— 
1 . 
C 
y 


\ 


The 26th we 3 400 Si that v were kid 
in one of theſe Houſes by ſeveral particular Per- 
ſons, who were ſentenced to pay, in twenty-four | 
Hours, 200,000 Florins, on Oye Death; which 
on was accordingly * | 

The th the Enem began, at five in the 
2 to batter in Breach, and continued til 
four in the Frening. Te 


This Day Marſhal Broglis iſſued a | Hei 
tion, ordering all the Inhabitants of the City to 
be at their reſpective Homes at fix of the Clock 


every Evening, and not to go abroad before ſix in 


the Morning, under pain of. Impriſonment and 
corporal Puniſhment ; and he further commanded. 
them to bring him all their. Pewter and Lond, | 
on pain of exemplary Puniſhment. 


„ The 21ſt Marſhal Belle- 7 received a Letter 
from Count Koning/egg, deſiring an Interview 
with him on ſome Propoſals he had to make to- 


wards an Accommodation, which Propoſals were 


never made publick: The Marſhal made Anſwer 
he would meet him at the Place appointed, on 
Condition, however, that Hoſtilities ſnould not 
in the mean time be diſcontinued. And in truth 


the Artillery was never ſo briſkly employ'd as on 
that Day oy each Party. | 


The 1ſt of September all Preaching i in Churches 
and Convents was forbid, becauſe that a Preacher 


had the Day before in the Pulpit utter'd ſeditious 
Words. _ 


Tha 
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The 2d the ringing or tolling of Bells was 
forbidden, the Night between the 2d and 3d 
we were employed in raiſing in one of our Cur- 
tains, a Battery of twenty Pieces of Cannon, which 
flanked their grand Battery, in order by deſtroying 
their Carriages to diſmount their Cannon: The 
Obſcurity of the Night hindered the Enemy 
from ſeeing us at work, and the firſt Notice they 
had of it, was from--the Mouth of our Cannon 
placed on that Battery, which obliged them to 
abandon the Breach, and all other 'Thoughts, but 
that of employing all their Fire againſt our ſaid 
new built Battery, which ſorely galled them: In 
ſhort, we diſmounted ſome of their Cannon, and 
they finding they could not reſiſt us, drew them 
off in the Night, between the zd and 4th, from 
which Time they batter'd no more in Breach. 


| The 2d and 4th we had ſome flight Skirmiſh: 


The 5th at Night we made a Sally with 1200 
Men, who puſhed back a Body of Dragoons, to 
their firſt parallel Line, that was advanced to 
within Muſket-ſhot of the Town, we made on 
this Occaſion Forty Priſoners, and beſides the 
wounded, killed above Three-hundred Men, 
with the Loſs of Three Men killed on our Side 


and Thirty wounded, M. de Rafſey died in the _ 


Trenches of an Apoplexy. 


The Night between the 5th and 6th we made 
another Sally, with Three Companies of Grana- 
diers, who attacked a Poſt occupied by the Re- 
giment of Mercy, who would have infallibly — 

| : yFouted, 


5 rleouted, were ie not . by ſome Regi- | 


ments of CGuireſſters -- Our Granadiers return'd 
in good Order, after er four Men and taving 
io wounded. - 


The following Night, Marſhal Bro glio ab d 


5 255 1200 Men on a Body of we that 


was poſted towards the Mountain of St. Laurence, 
of whom they took T'wo Officers and Twenty- 
one Soldiers Priſoners, and ee moſt of thein 
| Wart +." . 

The 8th all Officers and Soldiers were forbid | 
10 make ny more Priſoners. 


The gth before the Break of Day v we ally d 
with Eight-hundred Men at the Imperial Gate, 
and. deftroy'd a good many of the Beſiegers 
Works. M. de Beauſobre who commanded fix 
Companies of Grenadiers, made uſe of a ſingular 
Stratagem, which however is deem'd lawful in 
War, that ſucceeded very well; he advanced 
unconcernedly towards a Body of the Enemy yY'S 
Foot, and as he ſpeaks perfectly well the bizh 
Dutch, when they cry'd out to him, who comes 
there? he anſwer'd, a Friend, and at the ſame 
Time approaches "the commanding Auſtrian 
Officer ſaying : The French are advancing towards 
our Left, command your Men to wheel about, I 
will order mine to ds the ſame, and by this double 
Motion we will be either Maſters of cutting them 
er making them all Priſoners. The Auftrian 

ficer without Reflection did not wait to be 
requeſted a ſecond Ts, but his Orders were 
ſcarce executed, when M « one fell the 
„ 8 their 
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[ie Backs 1 his: Ba vonets Sa on La BS 
Muſkets, and that with dach Expedition, that he 
Had Time to kill a conſiderable: Number of them, ED 'Y 5 
and afterwards to eſcape the Enemy 8 Am. \ 
which were drawn hither by the Firing; for they. _ 
were every Night under . re nee 
"en © our Sallies. 


KL, 
* 


5 Fre rom „ HB to the * we ea to EI I | 
(mall Sallies, by which Means we ſtill ene 72 
\- their Works, | 


In the Night: 8 the a 13th; the By x 
Auftrian Army raiſed the Siege of Prague, and . | 
demoliſhed the Bridge __ had. over the Jower EF 


The tte * retired * out al the view of F, 
the City, and Prince Charles of Lorrain left on- 
Iy 9000 Men at ſome Leagues diſtance to hin- 
der us from receiving Proviſions. This Day they. . 
began to ring their Bells, at half an hour paſt one. 
in the Afternoon. | 


The. 15th and x6th, The Enemy ſet ſeveral 
Villages on fire, 


The 18th, M. d' wks. Brigadier and. 
Colonel of the Regiment of his name, 5 of 
his wounds. 


The igth, we ſeized on the Poſt of St. 2 5 
garet. | | 


The 20th, We ſent out three Db 


the firſt of 120⁰ Men, including Horſe and 
EC Foot, 


ä 8 8 on our appr 


Ech Piece of Cannon to ſeize on'a Village © 
Jed Liben, diſtant about a League and a half — 
e City, in order to open a Communication ; 
oach reted, and the paſ- 
ſage being clear and open on that fide, the Duke 
of Briſac, the Count of Beauvean, and the 
Prince of Dexxpontz, marched off with an efcort 
of 500 Men. The ſecond Detatchment 
of the Regiment of Piemont, and 300 Carabiners, 
- was commanded by M. de Sandricour, whoſe or- 
. ers was to undertake nothing: However from 
eleven in the Morning till eight at Night, there 
 -palled ſeveral skirmiſhes between them and the 
enemy whom they often drew under the Canaan 
of the Town, that was charged with Cartridge, 
in order to-do the greater — and when 
they were forced thereby to retire, we in our 
turn purſued them. The third Detachment was 
of 800 Men, commanded by the Duke of Jaw 
emburg, who ſeiz'd on the Star Park, 


-- he: 224, The Marſhal marched to Rofteck, 
with five Brigades of Foot, and a Detachment of 
800 Horſe in order to attack the Bridge which 
the Auſtrians had there over the lower Moldaw, 
which the Enemy on our approach, abandon'd 
and we purſued them above a League on the road 


to Beraun ; the Chevalier Courtin made himſclf 


*  - biflance from Prague, 5 


Maſter of the Bridge the enemy had built, at 
Koning/all, on the upper Moldaw. The Regi- 
ments of Navarre, Piemont, Anjou, Orleans, and 
Rochechovart are now encamped under the com- 
mand of the Marquis de la Farre, at a League's 


_ the Granediers and Horſe are canton'd farther of 
zin the Village of Y:/chochzan ; the Sieur de Ia 
Valette, Lieutenant Colonel of the Royal Regi- 
ment of Carabiniers took Poſſeſſion of Mealnick 
on the Elbe, where he made 25 Priſoners, and 
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afterwards marched to poſt himſelf at Leiſmerits, 


In the different Places of which we are become 


Maſters, we found ſeveral Magazines which the 
enemy were forced to abandon, and among them, 


dne of 25000 Cannon Balls, and 3000 Bombs. 


We loſt during the Siege, four Colonels, ſeven- 
ty Officers, and 800 Soldiers, and had about 
x500 wounded, the loſs of the enemy exceeds 
x5000 Men, including their weunded and Priſc+ 


